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RED  F IRST  FOR  75  YEARS
THR celebrates its diamond anniversary 
with an industry-packed bash beneath the stars
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events that have people talking
about town extra
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The past, present and future of the entertainment industry were celebrated Tuesday
during The Hollywood Reporter’s 75th Anniversary Gala Presented by Audi
at Astra West in West Hollywood’s Pacific Design Center. The event coincided with

publication of The Reporter’s Future of Entertainment collectors’ edition.
Guests stepped into a “time machine” through a hallway lined with reproductions 

of Reporter front pages through the years. Filmdom’s first hometown daily newspaper
arrived Sept. 3, 1930, the brainchild of entrepreneur William R. “Billy” Wilkerson.

Han Asian Vodka was the pouring sponsor, and bartenders mixed plenty of “Red
Daily” martinis. Executive chef Scott Romano handled the dinner delicacies and
Astra West managing partner Spero Plavoukos ensured everything went smoothly
on the floor as nearly 700 partygoers schmoozed courtesy of Audi and contributing
sponsor Intel, as well as participating sponsors ICM and United Airlines.

In keeping with its futuristic theme, the party featured the Electro-Lounge, 
sponsored by the Asante Group, where guests could test-drive cutting-edge gadgets and gizmos.
Outside, Activision demonstrated its new video game “The Movies,” which integrates The Reporter, and Sling Media

co-founders Blake Krikorian and Jason Krikorian generated oohs and aahs with a roving 
demonstration of their Slingbox device, which allows users to “place shift” their favorite TV channels.

The event drew an eclectic mix of young, old and in-between Hollywood, including Neal 
McDonough, Patrick Warburton, Shirley Jones and Marty Ingels, comedian Richard Jeni,
Paramount’s Leonard Washington and John Wentworth, producer Scott Steindorff, Warner
Bros. Pictures’ Stacy Ivers, movie marketers Cheryl Boone Isaacs, Jon Bloom, Tim Nett and
Pamela Rodi, Agency for the Performing Arts’ Lee Dinstman and Jim Gosnell, David E. Kelley
Prods.’ Rick Silverman and Stacey Luchs, Digital Domain’s Scott Ross, publicists Warren 
Cowan and Henri Bollinger and honorary Hollywood mayor Johnny Grant.

During his midparty toast, Reporter editor-in-chief and publisher Robert J. Dowling saluted his
paper’s staff and everyone who participated in the Future of Entertainment issue. “Everyone at The
Hollywood Reporter couldn’t possibly be more proud of what we’ve done” to offer readers a
glimpse into the future, he said.

Partygoers got a humorous peek at some predictions for the next 75 years as they exited 
and walked past prospective future front pages, including one from 2080 that announced, 
“THR releases its first edition on Mars — Red First!” — Cynthia Littleton
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